1linois Environment{ Protection Agency

Contact: John Muraro

For Immediate Release

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, SEPTEMBER 24, 1980
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency's involvement in Cahokia's

Burning Ditch (Dead Creek) was slow in developing. The Agency received initial

reports from area residents in May of periodic smoldering of materials in the

ditch between Queeny Avenue and Judith Lane. At that time the incident did not

appear to be of a serious nature, and the Agency assigned it a low priority.

That all changed on August 27 when it was learned that Peter Laumann's dog

rollec in the ditch and died of apparent chemical burns., Preliminary samples

taken in the ditch revealed hazardous levels of phosphorous, heavy metals and
PCB's along the half-mile of ditch between the two streets.

Subsequent soil samples taken on Séptemoer” 18 amd -i7-of suil-in the di:;h
substantiated earlier results, (see attached table). At that time water samples
were taken from three private wells plus a pond adjacent and connected to the
ditch.

Samples from the wells were analyzed and showed normal levels of metals.
Analysis of the same wells for organic chemicals were negativé for two but the
well at 101 Walnu# Street adjacent to the pond showed low levels ofvchlordane,
PCB's and alkylbenzenes.

Analysis of the pond water showed normal levels of metals with low levels

cf PCB's and aliphatic hydrocarbons which are petroleum products such as motor oil.
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Something strange lurks in dirt of ‘dead creek’
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